Friday Bulletin, January 30, 2015

Department of Religion, University of Florida

News and Upcoming Events

The Rothman Distinguished Lecture in Classics presents Eric Rebillard, Cornell University,
entitled “Popular Hatred against Christians: The Case of North Africa in the Second and Third
Centuries,” on Friday, February 6, 2015, at 5:00-6:30pm in the Keene Faculty Center. This event
is free and open to the public.

On Monday, February 9, 2015, from noon to 1:30pm, Dr. Jakob Thorsen (Aarhus University —
Denmark) will be offering a workshop entitled “Ethnographic Fieldwork among Religious
Groups in Latin America — Design, Execution, Positioning, and Interpretation.” The event will
be held in 117 Anderson Hall. He will also offer a lecture entitled “The Incipient
Pentecostalization of Latin American Catholicism — a Case Study from Guatemala with
Continental Perspectives.” In this lecture, Dr. Thorsen will discuss how the practices and
spirituality of the Charismatic Renewal Movement, arguably the most dynamic lay movement in
Latin American Catholicism, affects all levels of the Catholic Church, from the life of an
Ecclesial Base Community in a parish in Guatemala City to the pastoral strategies and priorities
of the Latin American Bishops (CELAM). The lecture will take place on Tuesday, February 10,
2015, from noon to 1:30pm also in 117 Anderson Hall.

On Tuesday, February 10, 2015, at 11:45am, Ken Chitwood (PhD student, 2014) will give a
lecture entitled “UF: Somalia as Samaria: Kenyan Christians and the reimagining of Christian-
Muslim conflict in East Africa,” in 471 Grinter Hall. Ken Chitwood is a PhD student & teaching
assistant at the University of Florida studying Religion in the Americas with interests including
glocalization, transnationalism, intersections of religion & culture, global Christianity, global
Islam, Islam in the Americas, Islamic minorities, theories of religion, & ethnographic methods.
He is also a journalist covering religion and culture, and his work, academic and popular, has
been featured in Religion News Service, Journal of Religion in Africa, The Washington Post,
Concordia Journal, Sightings from the University of Chicago, Missio Apostolica, Deseret News
National, Christian Century, The Houston Chronicle, US Catholic, RealClear Religion, and
other publications.

As part of its initiative on “Faith and Vocation,” The Christian Study Center will be hosting a
lecture by Ryan Duffy, Associate Professor of Psychology, UF, entitled “Strategies for Finding
and Living Out Your Calling: Practical Wisdom from the Psychology of Vocation.” Professor
Duffy is the co-author of Make Your Job a Calling: How the Psychology of Vocation Can
Change Your Life at Work. The lecture will be held on Tuesday, February 10, 2015, at 6:00pm at
the Christian Study Center of Gainesville (112 NW 16th St., just two blocks north of University
Avenue and Library West).

On Thursday, February 19, 2015, at 5:30pm, Dr. Amir Hussain will give a talk entitled
“(Re)presenting: Images of Muslims in North American Television and Film,” in 404 Grinter
Hall-Center for African Studies). In this lecture, Dr. Hussain analyzes the portrayal of Muslims
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in several North American television shows and movies. He will focus on the two seasons of
Sleeper Cell, the first show on American television created to deal with Muslim lives post 9/11.
Dr. Hussain will also discuss Muslim characters in Oz, Saving Grace, Lost, and 24 as well as
some films to add further insights. Further, he will compare these television dramas with two
comedies, Community and Little Mosque on the Prairie, the first Canadian television show to
examine Muslim lives. Dr. Hussain is professor of Theological Studies at Loyola Marymount
University, where he has been teaching courses on Islam and world religions since 2005. He is
the Editor of the Journal of the American Academy of Religion, the premier scholarly journal for
the study of religion. His own research focuses on contemporary Muslim societies in North
America, and he is the author or editor of 5 books and over 50 book chapters and scholarly
articles. In 2008, he was appointed a fellow of the Los Angeles Institute for the Humanities.

Religion, Science and the Future, the 10" anniversary conference of the International Society for

the Study of Religion, Nature and Culture, will be held January 14-17, 2016 at the University of
Florida. The full call for proposals and papers is now available at
http://www.religionandnature.com/society/pdf/ISSRNC_CFP-2016.pdf

The lead UF organizer for this conference is Professor Bron Taylor, who also led the
collaboration that founded the ISSRNC in 2006. We expect about 200 participants from around
the world, and, as was the case the first time around, many hands will be needed to make the
conference a success. If you are able to help, please contact Dr. Taylor at your earliest
convenience. The ISSRNC is the foremost scholarly society focusing in an interdisciplinary way
on the nexus religion, nature, and culture.

Publications

Ken Chitwood has published a book review in Concordia Journal, Winter 2015, engaging the
work, The New Shape of World Christianity: How American Experience Reflects Global Faith,
by Mark A. Noll (IVP Academic, 2009). You can find the journal, and the review, HERE.

News

Professor Bron Taylor is among the interviewees featured in an online climate-and-legacy
symposium titled, “The Future Is Calling Us to Greatness,” which was released online on
January 26, 2015, and will be free until February 9, 2015. Other participants include James
Hansen, Bill McKibben, U. S. Senator Sheldon Whitehouse, Richard Heinberg, James
Howard Kunstler, and Paul Hawken. See https://www.entheos.com/The-Future-is-Calling-Us-
to-Greatness/bron-taylor

Deadlines

UF’s Center for Latin American Studies announces . . .

FLAS 2015-2016 Academic Year Fellowships

Through support from the U.S. Department of Education, the Center for Latin American Studies
offers Foreign Language and Area Studies (FLAS) Academic Year Fellowships to support
training in Brazilian Portuguese and Haitian Creole.
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For graduate students, the fellowship covers tuition and fees for 12 graduate credit hours per
semester, provides a stipend of $17,000 total for the 2015-16 academic year (fall 2015 and spring
2016 semesters), and includes GatorGradCare coverage.

For undergraduate students, the fellowship covers tuition and fees not already covered by
other financial aid or scholarships (up to a maximum of $10,000 for the academic year) and
provides a scholarship of $5000 total for the 2015-16 academic year ($2500 each for the fall
2015 and spring 2016 semesters).

Eligibility Requirements
Applicants must be (or applying to become) full-time UF graduate or undergraduate students
who are U.S. citizens or permanent residents. Undergraduate applicants must have at least
intermediate proficiency in Portuguese or Haitian Creole. There is no proficiency requirement
for graduate applicants. Priority will be given to applicants pursuing a Master’s degree, graduate
certificate, or undergraduate minor/certificate in Latin American Studies. Professional school
students are also encouraged to apply. Applications are reviewed by the Center’s Financial Aid
Committee.
Fellowship Requirements
Each semester, recipients must enroll in @ minimum of 3 credit hours of Portuguese or Haitian
Creole and at least 3 credits of Latin American area studies. Recipients are also required to take
language proficiency exams and to complete online reports about their fellowship on a semester
basis.
After the fellowship period is completed, recipients will complete a short survey about their job
placement every two years.
Application Deadline
February 6, 2015
Application Materials
To apply for a FLAS Academic Year Fellowship, please submit the following:
FLAS Academic Year Fellowship Application
Two page statement of purpose describing how the study of Brazilian Portuguese or
Haitian Creole and Latin American area studies will benefit your program of study and
career plans
Two letters of recommendation* accompanied by a Release Form. For graduate
students, one of the letters should be from your adviser, unless you are a new UF
applicant.
UF academic transcript; new UF applicants may submit photocopies from previous
universities or colleges
Submission
Wanda Carter, Academic Programs Assistant
UF Center for Latin American Studies
319 Grinter Hall
PO Box 115530
Gainesville, FL 32611
Tel: (352) 273-4709
Fax: (352) 392-7682
E-mail: wcarter@Ilatam.ufl.edu
For questions, please contact Jocelyn Peskin, Assistant Director for Administration
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